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PARMA

New chicken finger restaurant 
coming to Parma

Move over Raising Cane’s, a new 
player selling fast-food chicken fingers is 
coming to town.

Layne’s Chicken Fingers plans to open 
its first store in Parma by the end of the 
year. 

The shop will occupy a former Boston 
Market at 1350 Pleasant Valley Road.

The menu is, of course, chicken fin-
gers with a signature sauce as well as 
crinkle-cut fries, Texas toast, sand-
wiches and milkshakes. The signa-

ture sauce can be swapped for one of five 

sauces - honey mustard, jalapeno ranch, 
buttermilk ranch, BBQ and gravy.

Mike Layne started the chain in 1994 
with a single shop in College Station, 
Texas, the home of Texas A&M Universi-
ty’s main campus. Franchises grew from 
there. The company already has a restau-
rant in Pittsburgh.

“We looked at a few different proper-
ties in Ohio and came across a few that we 
liked,” said Elliot McDonald, franchisee 
and director of operations for the com-
pany. “For the first one in Ohio, we want it 
to be a home run.”

Parma looked promising to launch the 
brand. The goal is to open three or four 
more locations, he said.   Paris Wolfe   cleve-
land.com

John Benson   Special to Sun News

Roughly a decade has passed since the 
Big Creek/I-71 relocation and restoration 
study was completed. The study — which 
was recently updated — examined several 
environmental, economic and commu-
nity challenges and opportunities in the 
heart of a highly urbanized area straddling 
the cities of Cleveland and Brooklyn. The 
takeaway proposed land-use changes that 
could significantly improve the character 
of the communities.

That’s where greenway advocacy and 
watershed stewardship non-profit Big 
Creek Connects comes into the picture.

“When we looked at this, the question 
came up if the I-71 interchange at Deni-
son (Avenue) doesn’t have much of a pur-
pose, and you have a nearby full inter-
change at Fulton (Road), does it really 
make sense to have that interchange?” 
Big Creek Connects Executive Direc-
tor Bob Gardin said. “What about a full 
interchange at Ridge Road? Brooklyn was 
interested, Cleveland was interested. We 
got support from all our state reps and 
state senators in the area, as well as the 
sewer district, to do further study.”

The study advocates for the removal 
of the Denison Access ramps from the 
abandoned Parma Freeway and paving 
the way for the naturalization of the Big 
Creek valley.

By re-routing the creek into its his-

toric streambed, vital ecosystems can be 
restored and over 70 acres of new greens-
pace can be created. These areas can fea-
ture recreational facilities and a connected 
trail system linking Brookside and Big 
Creek Reservations to local neighborhoods.

The study also highlights the economic 
potential of a new I-71 interchange at Ridge 
Road, designed to alleviate truck traf-
fic from residential areas while spurring 
investment in the urban area.

“Brooklyn supports the idea of creating 
a full interchange at Ridge Road and I-71,” 
Economic Development and Planning 
Director Jeremy Rowan said.

“The project would improve high-
way access for businesses in the north-
ern part of the city and remove a signifi-
cant amount of truck traffic on Ridge Road 
heading toward I-480.”

The overall cost estimate to bring the 
initiative to fruition ranges from $83.1 mil-
lion to $115.9 million.

“This is an impressive body of work and 
makes good sense,” said Jim Rokakis, for-
mer Director, Thriving Communities Insti-
tute, former Cuyahoga County Treasurer 
and former Cleveland City Councilman, in 
a press release. “Now we have to find the 
will — and dollars — to make it happen.”

Gardin said what’s needed next is a 
transportation and economic study for the 
project. “The next step is for the cities to 
agree on how to do transportation and eco-
nomic impact studies,” he said.

BROOKLYN

Big Creek Connects backs 
adding I-71 interchange

PARMA

ALDI sets Nov. 21 opening date   

John Benson   Special to Sun News

ALDI has announced the grand open-
ing of its new Ridge Day Plaza location on 
Thursday.

The 22,235-square-foot store — which 
includes an upgraded facade and exte-
rior layout with new lighting — is a for-
mer Save A Lot grocery store. It is located 
at 6805 Ridge Road in Parma.

“The newest Parma ALDI’s grand open-
ing is perfect timing for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas grocery shopping by residents,” 
Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. “Since construc-
tion began, there’s been a lot of excitement 
about their opening among Parma resi-
dents — including my wife, Pam. 

“During the planning process, ALDI was 
flexible and worked with city officials, which 
included an enhanced landscaping plan. 

“We definitely appreciate their invest-
ment and upgrades to the location.”

The new Parma ALDI offers fresh 
organic produce delivered daily, a selec-
tion of cheese and food (including glu-
ten-free and plant-based), curbside pickup 

and grocery delivery options.
To celebrate the grand opening, the 

first 100 customers on Thursday will 
receive a gift bag filled with a sampling 
of ALDI fan-favorite products and a gift 
card as part of the store’s Golden Ticket 
gift card giveaway program.

Parma Community Services & Eco-
nomic Development Director Erik Toll-
erup said this type of economic devel-
opment — investment, job creation and 
retail stability — is welcomed in the city.

“The ALDI-Ridge project resulted 
in a major investment to improve and 
upgrade not only the 22,000 square feet 
ALDI will occupy, but better position the 
15,000 square feet of vacant space next 
door for a new tenant,” he said.

“The building is worth more, the land-
lord gets a good-paying tenant, there’s 
been six months of work for construction 
workers and ALDI will create additional 
jobs for their store.”

The new store marks the second ALDI 
in Parma — there’s also a Quarry Square 
location on Snow Road.

An ALDI grocery store is opening in the former Save A Lot location at 6805 Ridge Road 
in Parma.   John Benson, special to Sun News

N e x t 
week we 
celebrate 
Thanks-
g i v i n g ! 
F a m -
ily and 
f r i e n d s 
gather in 
d i n i n g 
r o o m s , 
much as 
they did in Victorian times.  

Back in those days, one 
of the most popular patterns 
of china was Willow. It was 
blue and white and featured a 
traditional scene in the cen-
ter, with a panoramic circular 
edging around the rim.  

Accompanying the china 
on the holiday table were 
pressed-glass accents on wine 
and water glasses, as well as 
serving pieces. 

At the center of the table 
could be a revolving caster 
stand equipped with separate 
clear vessels, all holding salad 
dressings or oils. A similar 
centerpiece today could hold 
relish dishes around a circular 
mirrored plate.

The main event -- the tur-
key platter -- was usually oval. 
Johnston Brothers offered a 
fabulous large presentation 
of His Majesty (made in Eng-
land) or the American, Wild 
Turkeys. Both were accented 
in medium brown and white. 

Along with the turkey, 

swans graced tables and were 
often used as butter forms. 
Another featured bird with 
grace and presence.

   Still life pictures graced 
the walls of the dining room. 
They enhanced the experi-
ence, featuring fruits and 
flowers or wild game. Currier 
& Ives was an example of a 
top choice. 

You can start your Christ-
mas shopping at the IX 
Christmas Connection this 
weekend. Online early bird 
shopping is from 8 to 10 a.m. 
Friday for $20. Regular admis-
sion at the door is $14 from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. (Children 12 
and younger admitted free).  

Saturday hours are 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Sunday runs from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday is 
also Hero Day, with all active 
military, veterans, police, fire-
fighters and first responders 
admitted free with a valid ID. 

There is a parking fee of 
$10 per vehicle. 

Hi Brenda,
I am pleased to have family 
heirloom silver and use it 
every holiday. I have three of 
these plated serving spoons, 
all marked Rogers. Any idea 
of value and pattern?  
D.M.

Hi Denice,

Your Rogers antique silver-
plated pattern dates to the 
late 1800s and is called Fiddle 
Thread. Many restaurants 
used this pattern as well, with 
their names on the handle. 
That does increase the val-
ue. As a triple set, the value 
would be $35  Sterling silver 
holds a greater value.

Coming to the table in style

If you have an item for 
evaluation, send a clear 
picture with history to 
Yenke Peddler, Brenda 
Yenke, P.O. Box 361633, 
Strongsville, Ohio, 
44136. You may also 
email photos and informa-
tion requests for Brenda 
to evaluate at kenyenke@
aol.com

This Rogers antique silver-plated 
serving spoon dates to the late 1800s. 
The pattern is called Fiddle Thread.

Fun
Make s’mores around a campfire.  

Explore a state park with your troop.

Bring a smile to someone’s face.
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Your Year of

gsneo.org | 800-852-4474 Scan the QR code with your smartphone’s camera or visit 
gsneo.org/join to join Girl Scouts.
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440-227-8794
www.avantgardeshows.com

2024 Avon WINTER 
Avant-Garde Art & Craft Show

Emerald Event Center 
33040 Just Imagine Dr., Avon, OH 44011

Saturday, November 30, 2024 • 10:00am-4:00pm
Get that holidays shopping done! Shop local, shop 

handmade this holiday season! This large show 
will feature artists and crafters selling their original 
handmade items! Admission is $3 to the public, 

children under 12 are free. 
A portion of proceeds will benefit 

the local non-profit, Smiles for Sophie Forever.

SN-1

Present this Ad for $1 OFF Admission

Love  
shopping local?
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