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2023 YEAR END REPORT 
RECAP OF 2023 

L ooking back at 2023, we want to share with 
you some of our accomplishments for the 

year and give thanks to our many supporters. In 
this report, we update you on the success of two 
green infrastructure projects—one that transforms 
an urban arts campus, and another that modifies 
a large parking lot adjacent to Big Creek. 

We provide a recap of the several full-day stream 
monitoring programs that we held with three 
local high schools and an elementary school. And  
 

we give recognition to the many volunteers that 
have participated in one of our Big Creek 
cleanups over the years while encouraging their 
continued involvement.   

The Board and staff at Big Creek Connects are 
looking forward to increasing our capacity for 
projects and programs in the year ahead, as we 
continue to work with our many partners, 
funders, donors and volunteers. And we look 
forward to your ongoing support! 

ART HOUSE GREEN CAMPUS  

T he Art House Green Campus project was 
completed in 2023 with great success. In 

addition to its role in capturing, detaining, and 
filtering stormwater runoff, the project is 
providing an attractive and functional 
greenspace to the Art House property. See photo 
below and interpretive signage on next page. 

Art House Executive Director Laila Voss recently 
noted that “The results of Green Infrastructure 
project were transformative—not just for the Art 
House property, but for Denison Avenue as well. 
The two city lots are no longer in a blank, passive 
state. Rather they have become a place full of life 
and color, a frontage that welcomes passersby 
and participants to our programs and events. The 

GIG is helping Art House, Inc. to fully realize a 
long-standing vision—the Creative Garden: an 
active outdoor classroom, a space for gatherings, 
and a beautiful respite for the community.” 

The project was funded through the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District’s Green 
Infrastructure Grant (GIG) Program. The program 
funds green infrastructure projects that remove 
stormwater runoff from the District’s combined 
sewer service area. Additional funding is being 
secured by Art House to enhance the project 
with amenities including artwork, fencing, and 
lighting. We plan to report later this year on other 
GIG projects that are in the pipeline for funding 
and implementation in 2025. 

Art House Green Campus,  

3119 Denison Ave., Cleveland, 

with one of two bioretention 

basins shown in foreground  

– June 2023  
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Art House interpretive signage. For more information about the next phase of Art House’s Creative Garden visit 
www.arthouseinc.org/projects‐3 

Only with the generosity of our community members can we continue 
to protect, improve, and connect with our environment.  

Please consider a donation to help us make a lasting difference 
in our watershed communities in the coming year. 

Secure credit card payment at bigcreekconnects.org  
or scan code.  

If you prefer, mail your contribution with your name, address, phone  
& email: 
Big Creek Connects, P.O. Box 609272, Cleveland, OH  44109 
Corporate Sponsorships available.  

Big Creek Connects (aka Friends of Big Creek) is a greenway advocacy and watershed 
stewardship 501(c)(3 ) non-profit organization.  

To conserve, enhance, and bring recognition to the natural and historic resources 

in and around  the Big Creek Watershed and develop a recreational trail network 

that connects these resources to each other and the community. 

HELP PROTECT AND IMPROVE THE WATERSHED WITH YOUR DONATION 

Special thanks to these 
2023 supporters: 

Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District 

West Creek Conservancy 

General Motors 

Kenneth Moss 

Chris Hopkins 

MaryEllen
Typewritten Text

MaryEllen
Typewritten Text
[ 2023 ]



December 2021 
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News & Notes  

YEAR END REPORT 
 RECAP OF 2021  

A s we come to the close of another year, we want to share with you some of our accomplishments 
for the year and thank you for helping to make them happen. In this newsletter, we update you on 

the completion of the stream restoration project along the Stickney Branch of Big Creek, and on two 
green infrastructure projects that were funded for construction in 2022. As concerns about COVID had 
lessened, we were able to re-engage with the community through our annual clean-ups and outreach 
programs. Here, we review this year’s stream monitoring programs with local schools and our biennial 
Trails & Greenways Conference held in June. And, in a follow-up to an earlier article about storm and 
wastewater, we give additional examples of stormwater control measures and provide info about 
where you can learn more. 

The Board and staff at Big Creek Connects are looking forward to increasing our capacity for Big Creek 
projects and programs in the year ahead, as we strengthen our relationship with West Creek 
Conservancy and other partners. And as always, we look forward to your ongoing support. 

ART HOUSE GREEN CAMPUS 

T his fall, the Art House Green Campus project was awarded a Green Infrastructure Grant from the 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District. Art House, Inc. is a non-profit arts center located on 

Denison Avenue in Cleveland’s Brooklyn Centre neighborhood. Big Creek Connects asked West Creek 
Conservancy to assist with administering the $249,880 grant. Art House, in partnership with BCC and 
WCC selected project consultant AECOM to assist with incorporating green elements into Art House’s 
initial planning study for an Art Park.  

The project will dramatically transform the site to support art education programming for children and 
the community and provide neighborhood beautification, as well as reduce stormwater runoff to the 
sewer system. The site will be graded so runoff will flow into a bioretention basin near the center of a 
landscaped area that will include a small stage with open space for seating. In 2020 the community was 
asked to provide input on the concept plan before submitting the grant application. The plan (see next 
page) will be further refined with additional community input before construction takes place during 
the summer and fall of 2022.  

Existing 

Art House 

campus.  
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    Concept plan for  
Art House Campus 

Green Infrastructure 
project 

 STICKNEY CREEK RESTORATION 

S tickney Creek’s eroding streambanks and adjacent trail in Brooklyn’s Veterans Memorial Park has 
been restored with the creation of a vegetated floodplain, improved habitat, and new recreational 

trails. The project is the result of several years of watershed planning and advocacy by Big Creek Con-
nects for the stream restoration with the support of the City of Brooklyn. BCC asked West Creek Conser-
vancy to assist with property easements, grant administration and project management.  

Project consultant Biohabitats was chosen for the landscape design. A $300,000 grant was awarded 
from the Ohio EPA with a $461,000 match from the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for the 
stream restoration. Additional funding was acquired by the city through an ODNR Recreational Trails 
Program grant to enhance neighborhood connections to the park in 2022 and complete a trail loop 
with a new footbridge across the creek. The restoration was also catalyst to a $1.2 million Clean Ohio 
grant to WCC that leveraged local funds for a total of $2.1 million to protect 65 acres in Brooklyn and 
Parma that includes 2.5 miles of stream channel and 10 acres of wetland. The public is encouraged to 
visit Memorial Park to enjoy the naturalization and scenic beauty of the restored creek.  

See photo on next page. 




